Part 2 of 2

The following is Part 2 of Dominion Virginia Power’s response to Mr. Stephen’s inquiry of July 22, 2002, regarding data reporting as proposed in Senate Bill 684.

Section 1. C.

The following refers to data and information as specified in SB 684 regarding natural gas transmission, etc. that is currently being provided to FERC or is required by FERC to be made available on a pipeline’s internet website. We fully expect the current reporting and publication requirements to continue into the future, with the exception of the handling of system flow diagrams as discussed in item (ii) below and/or other items that FERC may suppress in the interest of security.

C. (i) a description and map or each interstate and intrastate gas transmission line and associated facilities in Virginia,


Every interstate pipeline's FERC Gas Tariff must include a map of facilities, pursuant to the Commission's regulations at 18 C.F.R. § 154.106.  This map is required to indicate the geographic location of the company's principal pipeline facilities, and the points at which service is rendered.  In addition, 18 C.F.R. § 284.12 adopts standards of the North American Energy Standards Board ("NAESB"), which further require the FERC Gas Tariff to be posted on each company's Internet website.

(ii) the transmission capability of each facility, including the amount dedicated to Virginia and outside Virginia,


FERC Form No. 567.  Each June 1, natural gas companies are required to submit system flow diagrams to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  These diagrams reflect operating conditions on the pipeline company's system during the year ending the previous December 31.  The form reflects operating conditions and capabilities at every location on the system, under three scenarios: a peak winter day, an average winter day, and an average summer day.  These diagrams include maximum receipt and delivery point capability, and maximum allowable operating pressure for each section of the line.  (In the wake of events of September 11, 2002, the FERC has not posted Form No. 567 data on its Internet website, and has allowed pipeline companies to restrict the publication of precise facility information, absent demonstration of a "need to know."  The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is in the process of considering public comment regarding "Critical Energy Infrastructure Information" in proceedings at Docket Nos. RM02-4-000 and PL02-1-000.  FERC is expected to establish policies that strike an appropriate balance between the public's need for information about energy infrastructure, and the country's need to maintain security for these critical facilities.)


Because most pipeline customers have unfettered rights to release their capacity to others under 18 C.F.R. § 284.8, interstate pipelines do not consider capacity to be "dedicated" to customers in a particular state.  Furthermore, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission requires interstate pipelines to offer flexible receipt points and delivery points to customers -- see 18 C.F.R. §284.221(g) and (h); so even for those services that are currently held by customers located within Virginia and having primary delivery points within the state, the pipeline cannot determine whether the customer will actually utilize the service for delivery at the primary points under a transportation contract.


Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. §284.13(c), the pipeline is required to provide a quarterly index of all firm transportation and storage customers, which also must be posted on the Internet website, and available in downloadable format.  This report includes each customer's name, its receipt and delivery point information, and other pertinent contract terms.  In addition, for every firm and interruptible transaction, the pipeline is required to provide detailed reports that are described under 18 C.F.R. § 284.13(b).

(iii) the additional load each pipeline is capable of serving and the aggregate load each company's facilities are capable of carrying,


The interstate pipeline is required to post -- on its Internet website -- "information relevant to the availability of all transportation services whenever capacity is scheduled, including, but not limited to, the availability of capacity at receipt points, on the mainline, at delivery points, and in storage fields, . . . the total design capacity of each point or segment on the system, the amount scheduled at each point or segment . . . and all planned and actual service outages or reductions in service capacity."  18 C.F.R. § 284.13(d)(1).


Furthermore, FERC regulations require the pipeline to file an annual report each March 1, "showing the estimated peak day capacity of the pipeline's system, and the estimated storage capacity and maximum daily delivery capability of storage facilities under reasonably representative operating assumptions."  18 C.F.R. §284.13(d)(2).

(iv) the actual gas flows into and out of Virginia for each facility and the aggregate flows into and out of Virginia for all facilities,


The Form No. 567 referenced in item (ii), above, reveals the pipeline's capability to flow gas into and out of various pipeline segments under representative operating conditions; this information may indicate capabilities to flow gas across particular state lines.  However, interstate natural gas pipelines do not generally maintain data that is based upon cumulative quantities that may flow into and out of particular states for a given period.  Such data is not relevant to interstate pipeline system operations.

(v) total gas storage capability located in Virginia and outside Virginia that is dedicated to Virginia load,


Under Federal Energy Regulatory Commission regulations, "transportation" is defined to include "storage."  18 C.F.R. §284.1(a).  Therefore, the information provided in response to items (i) and (ii) above also pertain to natural gas storage capabilities.

(vi) operational flow orders issued and reasons therefor, and


Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 284.12(c)(vi), "A pipeline must post notices of operational flow orders, critical period, and other critical notices on its Internet web site, and must notify affected parties" by additional methods.  FERC Order No. 637 required interstate pipelines to revisit the procedures by which OFOs are issued and rescinded, and to establish after-the-fact-posting obligations to explain why each OFO was issued.

(vii) expansion projects planned and the expected capacity enhancements in Virginia resulting from such expansion


Each facility expansion project must be posted on the pipeline's Internet website, consistent with the requirement to publish available capacity information under 18 C.F.R. § 284.12(d)(1), above.  Interstate natural gas pipelines must also obtain FERC authorization to expand their pipeline capabilities, under 18 C.F.R. Part 157.  Minor facility enhancements can be completed without prior FERC authorization, but are then subject to after-the-fact, public reporting in accordance with either 18 C.F.R. § 2.55 or 18 C.F.R. §157.207.

Section 1. D.

D. For every public utility authorized to furnish natural gas service in Virginia, the number of requests for curtailment issued by such utility and a description of the reasons therefor.

Interstate natural gas pipelines are not strictly speaking public utilities, and the intended meaning of the term “curtailment” as used here is not clear. However, information on pipeline service interruptions is available.  When a pipeline has a serious service interruption not permitted by contract, the pipeline is required under 18 C.F.R. 260.9 to file a report with the FERC.  Interruptions of interruptible service, interruptions due to planned maintenance and interruptions of less than three hours are specifically exempted from this reporting requirement. The interruption report must be filed at the earliest feasible time following the interruption and must state the location of the interruption, the time of the interruption, the customers affected and any emergency actions taken to maintain service.  The pipeline may be directed by the FERC to provide any supplemental information necessary to give a full report of the circumstances surrounding the occurrence.  Failure reports may also be required by the Department of Transportation under the Pipeline Safety Act of 1968.
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